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Fabricating Women examines the social institution of the seamstresses’ guild in France from the time of
Louis XIV to the Revolution. In contrast with previous scholarship on women and gender in the early
modern period, Clare Haru Crowston asserts that the rise of the absolute state, with its centralizing and
unifying tendencies, could actually increase women’s economic, social, and legal opportunities and allow
them to thrive in corporate organizations such as the guild. Yet Crowston also reveals paradoxical
consequences of the guild’s success, such as how its growing membership and visibility ultimately fostered
an essentialized femininity that was tied to fashion and appearances.
Situating the seamstresses’ guild as both an economic and political institution, Crowston explores in
particular its relationship with the all-male tailors’ guild, which had dominated the clothing fabrication trade
in France until women challenged this monopoly during the seventeenth century. Combining archival
evidence with visual images, technical literature, philosophical treatises, and fashion journals, she also
investigates the techniques the seamstresses used to make and sell clothing, how the garments reflected and
shaped modern conceptions of femininity, and guild officials’ interactions with royal and municipal
authorities. Finally, by offering a revealing portrait of these women’s private lives—explaining, for instance,
how many seamstresses went beyond traditional female boundaries by choosing to remain single and
establish their own households—Crowston challenges existing ideas about women’s work and family in
early modern Europe.
Although clothing lay at the heart of French economic production, social distinction, and cultural identity,
Fabricating Women is the first book to investigate this immense and archetypal female guild in depth. It will
be welcomed by students and scholars of French and European history, women’s and labor history, fashion
and technology, and early modern political economy.
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From reader reviews:

Seth Sawyer:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information currently can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
while those information which is in the former life are challenging to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one is acceptable to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you have
the unstable resource then you obtain it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All
of those possibilities will not happen inside you if you take Fabricating Women: The Seamstresses of Old
Regime France, 1675-1791 as the daily resource information.

Roseann Flowers:

The book untitled Fabricating Women: The Seamstresses of Old Regime France, 1675-1791 is the guide that
recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to you
actually. The language that creator use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand.
The writer was did a lot of investigation when write the book, and so the information that they share for you
is absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of Fabricating Women: The Seamstresses of Old Regime
France, 1675-1791 from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Maria Hernandez:

You may get this Fabricating Women: The Seamstresses of Old Regime France, 1675-1791 by visit the
bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties on your
knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only by means of written or printed and also can you enjoy
this book by means of e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking by your mobile phone and
searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about
your reserve. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still change. Let's
try to choose appropriate ways for you.

Christopher Hendrick:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or to make
summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's internal or real their
pastime. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to right now there but nothing
reading really. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring along with can't see colorful
pictures on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know that on this
time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore
, this Fabricating Women: The Seamstresses of Old Regime France, 1675-1791 can make you really feel
more interested to read.
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