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This is a study in the philosophy of social science. It takes the form of a comparative critique of three
contemporary approaches: ordinary language philosophy, hermeneutics and critical theory, represented here
respectively by Ludwig Wittgenstein, Paul Ricoeur and Jürgen Habermas. Part I is devoted to an exposition
of these authors' views and of the traditions to which they belong. Its unifying thread is their common
concern with language, a concern which nonetheless reveals important differences of approach. For whereas
ordinary language philosophers tend to treat linguistic activity as the ultimate object of inquiry, both Ricoeur
and Habermas regard it as a medium which betrays more fundamental dimensions of human experience and
the social world. Part II complements the exposition with a critical analysis of its central themes: the
conceptualisation of action, the methodology of interpretation, and the theory of reference and truth. The
author defends many aspects of the work of Ricoeur and Habermas, such as the emphasis on power and
ideology, the strategy of depth interpretation, and the link between consensus and truth; but he argues that
there are serious deficiencies and obscurities in their work. He proposes solutions to these difficulties and
concludes with a sketch of a critical and rationally justified theory for the interpretation of action - a critical
hermeneutics.
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From reader reviews:

Joel Connolly:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yes, you
can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a
walk, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open as well as read a book called Critical Hermeneutics: A
Study in the Thought of Paul Ricoeur and Jürgen Habermas? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You
already know beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can smarter than
before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have other opinion?

Joyce Williams:

The book Critical Hermeneutics: A Study in the Thought of Paul Ricoeur and Jürgen Habermas make you
feel enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable far more increase. Book can to become
your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem using your subject. If you can make reading a
book Critical Hermeneutics: A Study in the Thought of Paul Ricoeur and Jürgen Habermas to be your habit,
you can get a lot more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about some or all
subjects. You could know everything if you like wide open and read a book Critical Hermeneutics: A Study
in the Thought of Paul Ricoeur and Jürgen Habermas. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science e-
book or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Daniel Watkins:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try issue that really opposite
from that. One activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition details. Even you love Critical Hermeneutics: A Study in the Thought of
Paul Ricoeur and Jürgen Habermas, you could enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still desire to
miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't buy it, oh
come on its known as reading friends.

Rosa Rodriguez:

Reading a book for being new life style in this yr; every people loves to go through a book. When you
examine a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge,
because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book
that you have read. If you need to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if
you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, such us novel, comics, as well as soon.
The Critical Hermeneutics: A Study in the Thought of Paul Ricoeur and Jürgen Habermas provide you with
new experience in studying a book.
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