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This is a study of one of the leading politicians of Independent Mexico, Jose Maria Tornel y Mendivil,
whose loyalty to Santa Anna and whose skills as a writer led him to play a crucial role in enabling the
caudillo's repeated rise to power during this period. This first biography of Tornel in English provides a new
insight into the political thought of the santanistas and the ways in which Santa Anna was able to return to
power time and again in spite of the fact that he was deemed responsible for such major national disasters as
the Texas campaign of 1836 and the 1847 defeat against the United States. A close analysis of Tornel's own
political evolution, from advocating a radical federalist agenda in the 1820s to defending reactionary
dictatorship in the 1850s, illustrates the extent to which the santanistas' policies changed as the hopeful, early
1820s degenerated into the despair of the late 1840s.

As the leading ideologue of the santanistas, a study of his politics, paying close attention to the way they
evolved in response to the different crises Mexico underwent, highlights, for the first time, the extent to
which Santa Anna and his followers upheld a particular political agenda which was essentially populist,
militaristic, antipolitics, and nationalistic, and varied depending on the prevailing circumstances and the
different historical contexts in which it surfaced. A study of Tornel's activities as Santa Anna's main informer
in the capital, his leading propagandist, and as a key player in the orchestration of revolts such as the 1834
Plan of Cuernavaca, serves to show the extent to which Santa Anna's success relied on Tornel's services.
Coincidentally or not, without Tornel, Santa Anna was not able to return to power after his fall in 1855.
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From reader reviews:

Lisa Knight:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a publication will give you a lot
of new data. When you read a publication you will get new information due to the fact book is one of several
ways to share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, looking at a book will make a person more
imaginative. When you examining a book especially hype book the author will bring that you imagine the
story how the characters do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to some others. When you read
this Tornel and Santa Anna: The Writer and the Caudillo, Mexico 1795-1853 (Contributions in Latin
American Studies), you could tells your family, friends and also soon about yours publication. Your
knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a reserve.

John Ward:

The book with title Tornel and Santa Anna: The Writer and the Caudillo, Mexico 1795-1853 (Contributions
in Latin American Studies) has lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of benefit after read
this book. This specific book exist new understanding the information that exist in this reserve represented
the condition of the world currently. That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world.
This particular book will bring you within new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book in
your smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Arthur McLaurin:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside using friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading through
a book. Ugh, think reading a book will surely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It okay
you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Tornel and Santa Anna:
The Writer and the Caudillo, Mexico 1795-1853 (Contributions in Latin American Studies) which is getting
the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's find.

Clarence Cavins:

E-book is one of source of information. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen have to have book to know the change information of year to be able to year. As we know
those guides have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the
world. By the book Tornel and Santa Anna: The Writer and the Caudillo, Mexico 1795-1853 (Contributions
in Latin American Studies) we can consider more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? For being
creative person must choose to read a book. Just choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't
become doubt to change your life at this book Tornel and Santa Anna: The Writer and the Caudillo, Mexico
1795-1853 (Contributions in Latin American Studies). You can more desirable than now.
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