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Stretching 1,400 miles along the Australian coast and visible from space, the Great Barrier Reef is home to
three thousand individual reefs, more than nine hundred islands, and thousands of marine species, and has
alternately been viewed as a deadly maze, an economic bounty, a scientific frontier, and a precarious World
Heritage site. Now the historian and explorer Iain McCalman takes us on a new adventure into the reef to
reveal how our shifting perceptions of the natural world have shaped this extraordinary seascape.
Showcasing the lives of twenty individuals spanning more than two centuries, The Reef highlights our
profound desire to conquer, understand, embrace, and ultimately save the world's most complex ocean
ecosystem.

Opening with the story of Captain James Cook, who sailed unknowingly into the southwest entrance of this
vast network of coral outcroppings, McCalman shows how Cook spent months navigating this treacherous
underwater labyrinth, struggling to keep his crew alive and his ship afloat, sparring with deceptive shoals and
wary native islanders. Through a series of dramatic tales from intrepid explorers, unwitting castaways,
inquisitive naturalists, enchanted artists, and impassioned environmentalists who have collectively shaped
our ideas about the Great Barrier Reef, McCalman demonstrates how this grand natural wonder of the world
was built as much by human imagination as by the industrious, beautiful creatures of the sea.

A romantic, historically significant book and a deeply personal journey into the heart of a marine
environment in peril, The Reef powerfully captures the delicate relationship between humanity and the
natural world.
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From reader reviews:

Mildred Kelly:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot
of information that could give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world may share their
idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire all their reader with their
story as well as their experience. Not only the story that share in the publications. But also they write about
the data about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors nowadays always try to
improve their talent in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write for their book. One of
them is this The Reef: A Passionate History: The Great Barrier Reef from Captain Cook to Climate Change.

Stephen Medley:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or
maybe playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity here is look different you can
read the book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent the entire day to reading
a e-book. The book The Reef: A Passionate History: The Great Barrier Reef from Captain Cook to Climate
Change it is rather good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. We were holding
enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy the particular
e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not to fund but this
book has high quality.

Kelly Gomes:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its protect may
doesn't work is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the
outside appear likes. Maybe you answer could be The Reef: A Passionate History: The Great Barrier Reef
from Captain Cook to Climate Change why because the wonderful cover that make you consider concerning
the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside as well as cover.
Your reading 6th sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Phyllis Thompson:

Reading a book for being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to learn a book. When you
examine a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge,
mainly because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds
of book that you have read. If you need to get information about your examine, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, and soon.



The The Reef: A Passionate History: The Great Barrier Reef from Captain Cook to Climate Change provide
you with new experience in examining a book.
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