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Lament seems to have been universal in the ancient world. As such, it is an excellent touchstone for the
comparative study of attitudes towards death and the afterlife, human relations to the divine, views of the
cosmos, and the constitution of the fabric of society in different times and places. This collection of essays
offers the first ever comparative approach to ancient Mediterranean and Near Eastern traditions of lament.
Beginning with the Sumerian and Hittite traditions, the volume moves on to examine Bronze Age
iconographic representations of lamentation, Homeric lament, depictions of lament in Greek tragedy and
parodic comedy, and finally lament in ancient Rome. The list of contributors includes such noted scholars as
Richard Martin, Ian Rutherford, and Alison Keith.

Lament comes at a time when the conclusions of the first wave of the study of lament-especially Greek
lament-have received widespread acceptance, including the notions that lament is a female genre; that men
risked feminization if they lamented; that there were efforts to control female lamentation; and that a
lamenting woman was a powerful figure and a threat to the orderly functioning of the male public sphere.
Lament revisits these issues by reexamining what kinds of functions the term lament can include, and by
expanding the study of lament to other genres of literature, cultures, and periods in the ancient world. The
studies included here reflect the variety of critical issues raised over the past 25 years, and as such, provide
an overview of the history of critical thinking on the subject.
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From reader reviews:

Gary Rose:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive now,
people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and
notice by means of surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the item for a
while is reading. Yes, by reading a guide your ability to survive raise then having chance to stay than other is
high. In your case who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this specific Lament: Studies in
the Ancient Mediterranean and Beyond book as beginning and daily reading guide. Why, because this book
is usually more than just a book.

Juan Reynolds:

The book untitled Lament: Studies in the Ancient Mediterranean and Beyond contain a lot of information on
it. The writer explains her idea with easy way. The language is very easy to understand all the people, so do
not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was published by famous author. The author will bring
you in the new period of literary works. You can read this book because you can keep reading your smart
phone, or program, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase
the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice read.

Kristy Taylor:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book has been rare? Why so
many query for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people likes
looking at, not only science book but in addition novel and Lament: Studies in the Ancient Mediterranean
and Beyond or perhaps others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the truly great a
book, you feel need to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher or even students especially.
Those publications are helping them to include their knowledge. In various other case, beside science book,
any other book likes Lament: Studies in the Ancient Mediterranean and Beyond to make your spare time
more colorful. Many types of book like this.

Christine Brooks:

A lot of reserve has printed but it is unique. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the very
best book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is called of book
Lament: Studies in the Ancient Mediterranean and Beyond. You can include your knowledge by it. Without
leaving behind the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is
most critical that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one spot to other place.
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