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Mao: The Unknown Story by Jung Chang and Jon Halliday was published in 2005 to a great fanfare. The
book portrays Mao as a monster – equal to or worse than Hitler and Stalin – and a fool who won power by
native cunning and ruled by terror. It received a rapturous welcome from reviewers in the popular press and
rocketed to the top of the worldwide bestseller list. Few works on China by writers in the West have
achieved its impact.

Reviews by serious China scholars, however, tended to take a different view. Most were sharply critical,
questioning its authority and the authors’ methods , arguing that Chang and Halliday’s book is not a work of
balanced scholarship, as it purports to be, but a highly selective and even polemical study that sets out to
demonise Mao.

This book brings together sixteen reviews of Mao: The Unknown Story – all by internationally well-regarded
specialists in modern Chinese history, and published in relatively specialised scholarly journals. Taken
together they demonstrate that Chang and Halliday’s portrayal of Mao is in many places woefully inaccurate.
While agreeing that Mao had many faults and was responsible for some disastrous policies, they conclude
that a more balanced picture is needed.
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From reader reviews:

Donna Sedillo:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content.
As we know that book is very important for all of us. The book Was Mao Really a Monster?: The Academic
Response to Chang and Halliday's "Mao: The Unknown Story" has been making you to know about other
know-how and of course you can take more information. It is rather advantages for you. The reserve Was
Mao Really a Monster?: The Academic Response to Chang and Halliday's "Mao: The Unknown Story" is not
only giving you far more new information but also to be your friend when you sense bored. You can spend
your personal spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship while using book Was Mao
Really a Monster?: The Academic Response to Chang and Halliday's "Mao: The Unknown Story". You
never really feel lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Rodney Bell:

Typically the book Was Mao Really a Monster?: The Academic Response to Chang and Halliday's "Mao:
The Unknown Story" will bring you to definitely the new experience of reading a book. The author style to
spell out the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to see, this book very ideal to you. The book
Was Mao Really a Monster?: The Academic Response to Chang and Halliday's "Mao: The Unknown Story"
is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can easier to
read the book.

Katie Grossi:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, short story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not striving Was Mao Really a
Monster?: The Academic Response to Chang and Halliday's "Mao: The Unknown Story" that give your
satisfaction preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be
said as the method for people to know world much better then how they react towards the world. It can't be
explained constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to always
be success person. So , for all of you who want to start reading as your good habit, you may pick Was Mao
Really a Monster?: The Academic Response to Chang and Halliday's "Mao: The Unknown Story" become
your starter.

Miguel Lynch:

Is it a person who having spare time after that spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Was Mao Really a Monster?: The Academic
Response to Chang and Halliday's "Mao: The Unknown Story" can be the reply, oh how comes? The new
book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this completely new era is
common not a geek activity. So what these publications have than the others?
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