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One of the problems pervading the study of medieval Islamic technology is the lack of surviving technical
treatises. Tradition tended to be handed down by example and by word of mouth, and apprenticeships could
last for decades. Fortunately, however, occasional treatises do exist. The treatise "On swords and their kinds"
was written by the 9th century Muslim philosopher Ya'qub ibn Ishaq al-Kindi. This work was commissioned
by a powerful patron of scholarship, the Abbasid caliph Mu'tasim, and the content of the treatise presumably
reflects the ruler's general interest in his army and its equipment, and his specific interest in the technical
aspects of sword production. In this work, Kindi discusses the difference between iron and steel,
distinguishes different qualities of sword blade, and different centres of swordsmithing. He refers to the
Indian Ocean trade in steel ingots and to the distinctive character of European swords of the period. He
includes technical terms used by the makers, and distinguishes swords by their physical features - form,
measurements, weight, watered pattern, sculptured details, or inlaid ornaments. This publication includes the
text and a translation of Kindi's treatise, and a detailed commentary on the work. The volume also includes a
translation of Friedrich Schwarzlose's work on swords, which is based on the hundreds of references to
swords in early Arabic poetry. Written in German, this extraordinary compendium of information was first
published some 120 years ago; this volume makes it available again, and for the first time in English.
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From reader reviews:

Alma Saunders:

What do you think about book? It is just for students since they're still students or that for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has
distinct personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that
they don't need do that. You must know how great along with important the book Medieval Islamic swords
and swordmaking (Gibb Memorial Trust Arabic Studies). All type of book are you able to see on many
resources. You can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Clare Lucas:

Medieval Islamic swords and swordmaking (Gibb Memorial Trust Arabic Studies) can be one of your
beginner books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary
which could increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the
information. The article author giving his/her effort to place every word into pleasure arrangement in writing
Medieval Islamic swords and swordmaking (Gibb Memorial Trust Arabic Studies) but doesn't forget the
main point, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource details that maybe you can be
among it. This great information can certainly drawn you into brand new stage of crucial considering.

Anna Raynor:

With this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are more
precious than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What
you are related is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of the
books in the top collection in your reading list is usually Medieval Islamic swords and swordmaking (Gibb
Memorial Trust Arabic Studies). This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you
closer in growing to be precious person. By looking upwards and review this reserve you can get many
advantages.

Tracy Brown:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Medieval Islamic swords and swordmaking (Gibb
Memorial Trust Arabic Studies) was colourful and of course has pictures around. As we know that book
Medieval Islamic swords and swordmaking (Gibb Memorial Trust Arabic Studies) has many kinds or
variety. Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can
read and think that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book tend to be make you bored,
any it can make you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading
that will.
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