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Without signing the documents that would permit adoption, young Theresa Cameron's mother placed her
little daughter under the aegis of Catholic Charities, and then the mother vanished forever.

During the 1960s and 1970s this abandoned, unadoptable child was shuttled through foster homes in the
vicinity of Buffalo, N.Y. Insecure, desolate, and frightened, she was rotated through group homes and the
houses of alien families, the victim of religious hypocrisy, racial prejudice, and insult.

Theresa remained in this bleak, shame-imposing limbo until she was eighteen. Foster Care Odyssey is her
candid story.

"What little I owned," she writes, "could have fit inside my usual moving-day luggage--a couple of shopping
bags. Besides my clothing, I only had a few school supplies. Like the other girls at the group home, I
attached very little sentimental value to the items I owned. . . . The only thing of value that could not be
taken away from me were my thoughts."

Theresa places her narrative against the backdrop of the civil rights movement in blue-collar Buffalo, where
mixed-race foster homes were almost unknown and where she witnessed a welfare system that accorded only
marginal benevolence to children, particularly black children caught in the squeeze of bureaucratic
machinery.

As she passed through her turbulent teenage years, she acquired both a strong will and a tough veneer to
shield herself from the many hurts in a restrictive world infused with racism and institutional segregation.

Her coming-of-age narrative voices plainspoken criticism of the pernicious system which engulfed her and
other helpless abandoned children.

Theresa Cameron is an associate professor of planning in the College of Architecture and Environmental
Design at Arizona State University. She has been published in the Journal of Health and Social Policy,
Policy Studies Journal, and Landscape and Urban Planning.

Copublished with the Center for American Places
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From reader reviews:

Earl Goodman:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a
go walking, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or read a book eligible Foster Care
Odyssey: A Black Girl’s Story (Willie Morris Books in Memoir and Biography)? Maybe it is to become best
activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can wiser
than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have additional opinion?

Heather Roberts:

Book is definitely written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
e-book. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important issue to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A book Foster Care Odyssey: A Black Girl’s
Story (Willie Morris Books in Memoir and Biography) will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel a
lot more confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some of you think that will open or
reading the book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you trying
to find best book or suited book with you?

Dean Rakestraw:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading through you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire all their reader with their story or
maybe their experience. Not only the story that share in the guides. But also they write about the information
about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids, there
are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve their skill in
writing, they also doing some study before they write to the book. One of them is this Foster Care Odyssey:
A Black Girl’s Story (Willie Morris Books in Memoir and Biography).

Joe Garner:

Reading a book being new life style in this yr; every people loves to read a book. When you go through a
book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, simply
because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of
book that you have read. If you would like get information about your examine, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, as well as
soon. The Foster Care Odyssey: A Black Girl’s Story (Willie Morris Books in Memoir and Biography) will
give you a new experience in reading through a book.
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