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What happens when prophecies fail? Timothy Jenkins' re-reading of Leon Festinger's classic work on
"cognitive dissonance" seeks to answer this question by studying a 50s doomsday group. Jenkins offers a
different account of the motivations and meanings of a group expecting the arrival of spacemen from another
planet and predicting the End of the World.

This volume explores the relations between anthropology and psychology, and between social scientific and
natural scientific accounts of human behavior. In so doing, Jenkins re-draws the relations between science
and non-science (including occult practices), so that the social scientists (and third parties such as the press)
are drawn into the anthropological description.

First, Jenkins considers the presuppositions and motivations of the three parties involved – the social
scientists, the spirit mediums and the groups around them, and the press. Next, he describes a linked
sequence of topics: the difference between prophecy and prediction, the sociology of secrecy, and the
language ideologies of social scientists and occult groups.
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From reader reviews:

Eric Campanelli:

Book is actually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
e-book. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important factor to bring us around the
world. Close to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A e-book Of Flying Saucers and Social
Scientists: A Re-Reading of When Prophecy Fails and of Cognitive Dissonance (Palgrave Pivot) will make
you to possibly be smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about everything. But some of
you think which open or reading a new book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they may be
thought like that? Have you in search of best book or suitable book with you?

Earnest Jennings:

The actual book Of Flying Saucers and Social Scientists: A Re-Reading of When Prophecy Fails and of
Cognitive Dissonance (Palgrave Pivot) has a lot details on it. So when you check out this book you can get a
lot of advantage. The book was published by the very famous author. The writer makes some research just
before write this book. That book very easy to read you will get the point easily after reading this book.

Julie Kappel:

Of Flying Saucers and Social Scientists: A Re-Reading of When Prophecy Fails and of Cognitive
Dissonance (Palgrave Pivot) can be one of your starter books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that
straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in words, easy to
understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort to place
every word into pleasure arrangement in writing Of Flying Saucers and Social Scientists: A Re-Reading of
When Prophecy Fails and of Cognitive Dissonance (Palgrave Pivot) nevertheless doesn't forget the main
stage, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource details that maybe you can be
considered one of it. This great information can certainly drawn you into new stage of crucial thinking.

Robert Collado:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't determine book by its protect may doesn't
work here is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the
outside look likes. Maybe you answer may be Of Flying Saucers and Social Scientists: A Re-Reading of
When Prophecy Fails and of Cognitive Dissonance (Palgrave Pivot) why because the wonderful cover that
make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content will be
fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly make suggestions to pick up
this book.
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