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From the long-stemmed pipe to snuff, the water pipe, hand-rolled cigarettes, and finally, manufactured
cigarettes, the history of tobacco in China is the fascinating story of a commodity that became a hallmark of
modern mass consumerism. Carol Benedict follows the spread of Chinese tobacco use from the sixteenth
century, when it was introduced to China from the New World, through the development of commercialized
tobacco cultivation, and to the present day. Along the way, she analyzes the factors that have shaped China’s
highly gendered tobacco cultures, and shows how they have evolved within a broad, comparative world-
historical framework. Drawing from a wealth of historical sources—gazetteers, literati jottings (biji), Chinese
materia medica, Qing poetry, modern short stories, late Qing and early Republican newspapers, travel
memoirs, social surveys, advertisements, and more—Golden-Silk Smoke not only uncovers the long and
dynamic history of tobacco in China but also sheds new light on global histories of fashion and consumption.
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From reader reviews:

Ila Robinette:

In other case, little individuals like to read book Golden-Silk Smoke: A History of Tobacco in China, 1550-
2010. You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. Provided that we know about how is
important a new book Golden-Silk Smoke: A History of Tobacco in China, 1550-2010. You can add
knowledge and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book
you can recognize everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you will be known. About
simple factor until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we could open a book as well as searching
by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's study.

Carolyn Hoar:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Aim to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't determine book by its deal with may
doesn't work is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the
outside appear likes. Maybe you answer might be Golden-Silk Smoke: A History of Tobacco in China,
1550-2010 why because the amazing cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint
you actually. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading sixth sense will
directly direct you to pick up this book.

Ann Cason:

The book untitled Golden-Silk Smoke: A History of Tobacco in China, 1550-2010 contain a lot of
information on that. The writer explains her idea with easy method. The language is very straightforward all
the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was published by famous
author. The author brings you in the new period of literary works. You can actually read this book because
you can continue reading your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book within anywhere and
anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can start their official web-site and order it. Have a nice go
through.

Haydee Todd:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information coming from a book. Book is written or printed or outlined from each source that will filled
update of news. With this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for you.
From media social just like newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and
comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out
your book? Or just searching for the Golden-Silk Smoke: A History of Tobacco in China, 1550-2010 when
you required it?
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