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Does the spread of democracy really contribute to international peace? Successive U. S. administrations have
justified various policies intended to promote democracy not only by arguing that democracy is intrinsically
good but by pointing to a wide range of research concluding that democracies rarely, if ever, go to war with
one another. To promote democracy, the United States has provided economic assistance, political support,
and technical advice to emerging democracies in Eastern and Central Europe, and it has attempted to remove
undemocratic regimes through political pressure, economic sanctions, and military force. In Electing to
Fight, Edward Mansfield and Jack Snyder challenge the widely accepted basis of these policies by arguing
that states in the early phases of transitions to democracy are more likely than other states to become
involved in war.Drawing on both qualitative and quantitative analysis, Mansfield and Snyder show that
emerging democracies with weak political institutions are especially likely to go to war. Leaders of these
countries attempt to rally support by invoking external threats and resorting to belligerent, nationalist
rhetoric. Mansfield and Snyder point to this pattern in cases ranging from revolutionary France to
contemporary Russia. Because the risk of a state's being involved in violent conflict is high until democracy
is fully consolidated, Mansfield and Snyder argue, the best way to promote democracy is to begin by
building the institutions that democracy requires -- such as the rule of law -- and only then encouraging mass
political participation and elections. Readers will find this argument particularly relevant to prevailing
concerns about the transitional government in Iraq. Electing to Fight also calls into question the wisdom of
urging early elections elsewhere in the Islamic world and in China.
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From reader reviews:

Benjamin Ward:

Now a day those who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources included can be true or not require people to be aware of each facts they get. How people have to
be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Looking at a book
can help folks out of this uncertainty Information specially this Electing to Fight: Why Emerging
Democracies Go to War (Belfer Center Studies in International Security) book since this book offers you
rich facts and knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it
you know.

Christi Potter:

This book untitled Electing to Fight: Why Emerging Democracies Go to War (Belfer Center Studies in
International Security) to be one of several books this best seller in this year, that's because when you read
this guide you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy that book in the book retailer or you can
order it through online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book,
as you can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason to you to past this reserve from
your list.

William Painter:

Electing to Fight: Why Emerging Democracies Go to War (Belfer Center Studies in International Security)
can be one of your starter books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this
book has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit
entertaining but still delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort to place every word
into joy arrangement in writing Electing to Fight: Why Emerging Democracies Go to War (Belfer Center
Studies in International Security) but doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest and based
confirm resource info that maybe you can be one of it. This great information could drawn you into brand
new stage of crucial thinking.

Jose Johnson:

Reading a book to become new life style in this yr; every people loves to read a book. When you examine a
book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, simply because
book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that
you have read. In order to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you act like
you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, and also soon. The
Electing to Fight: Why Emerging Democracies Go to War (Belfer Center Studies in International Security)
offer you a new experience in reading through a book.
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