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Eminent biblical scholar Michael D. Coogan offers here a wide-ranging and stimulating exploration of the
Old Testament, illuminating its importance as history, literature, and sacred text.

Coogan explains the differences between the Bible of Jewish tradition (the "Hebrew Bible") and the Old
Testament of Christianity, and also examines the different contents of the Bibles used by Roman Catholics,
Eastern Orthodox Christians, and Protestants. He looks at the rise of modern biblical scholarship as well as
the recovery of ancient Near Eastern literatures and their significance for biblical interpretation. Coogan
explores the use of invented dialogue and historical fiction in the Old Testament, the presence of mythic
elements in apparently historical accounts, and the relationship of ancient Israelite myths to those of their
neighbors. The book considers the Old Testament's idea of divine justice, especially in Ecclesiastes and Job,
and looks at notions of the afterlife in the ancient Near East and in ancient Israel. Coogan highlights the
significance of the history and literature of the Old Testament and describes how non-biblical evidence, such
as archaeological data and texts, has placed the Old Testament in a larger and more illuminating context. The
book also discusses law and ritual in the Bible as well as the biblical understandings of prophecy.

Here then is a marvelous overview of one of the great pillars of Western religion and culture, a book whose
significance has endured for thousands of years and which remains vitally important today for Jews,
Christians, and Muslims worldwide.

About the Series: Oxford's Very Short Introductions offers concise and original introductions to a wide
range of subjects--from Islam to Sociology, Politics to Classics, and Literary Theory to History. Not simply a
textbook of definitions, each volume provides trenchant and provocative--yet always balanced and complete-
-discussions of the central issues in a given topic. Every Very Short Introduction gives a readable evolution
of the subject in question, demonstrating how it has developed and influenced society. Whatever the area of
study, whatever the topic that fascinates the reader, the series has a handy and affordable guide that will
likely prove indispensable.
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From reader reviews:

Charles Carter:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave,
like looking for your favorite reserve and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add
your knowledge by the book entitled The Old Testament: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short
Introductions). Try to stumble through book The Old Testament: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short
Introductions) as your friend. It means that it can being your friend when you experience alone and beside
those of course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you far
more confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , let us make new experience and
knowledge with this book.

Emil Townsend:

What do you consider book? It is just for students as they are still students or that for all people in the world,
the particular best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has
various personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they
don't wish do that. You must know how great as well as important the book The Old Testament: A Very
Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions). All type of book would you see on many solutions. You can
look for the internet options or other social media.

Ricardo Boddie:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information these days can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a information or any news even a concern. What people must be consider when those
information which is from the former life are hard to be find than now could be taking seriously which one is
acceptable to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable resource then you
understand it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will not
happen throughout you if you take The Old Testament: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions)
as the daily resource information.

Edmund Morrissette:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our understanding for everything. By a book we can
know everything we would like. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year
ended up being exactly added. This publication The Old Testament: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short
Introductions) was filled with regards to science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your
scientific disciplines competence. Some people has different feel when they reading a book. If you know
how big benefit of a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like today, many ways
to get book that you wanted.
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