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Franz Liszt--child prodigy, virtuoso pianist, co-founder with Chopin and Schumann of the Romantic
movement in music--has been the subject of literally hundreds of biographies, but it is only in the last few
decades that the importance of Liszt the composer, as opposed to Liszt the Romantic hero, has been
recognized. This new perspective has created the need for a fresh, full-scale approach, biographical and
critical, to the evaluation of the man and his music.

For more than ten years Alan Walker, a leading authority on nineteenth-century music and the author of
important studies of Chopin and Schumann, has traveled throughout Europe discovering unpublished
material in museums and private collections, in the parish registries of tiny villages in Austria and Hungary,
and in major archives in Weimar and Budapest, seeking out new information and corroborating or correcting
the old. He has left virtually no source unexamined--from the hundreds of contemporary biographies (many
of them more fiction than fact) to the scores of memoirs, reminisces, and diaries of his pupils and disciples
(the list of his students from his Weimar masterclasses reads like a Burke's Peerage of pianists). Dr. Walker's
efforts have culminated in a study that will stand as definitive for years to come. A feat of impeccable
scholarship, it also displays a strong and compelling narrative impulse and a profound understanding of the
complicated man Liszt was.

In this, the first of three volumes, Dr. Walker examines in greater detail than has ever before been amassed
Liszt's family background and his early years. We see "Franzi," a deeply religious and mystical child, whose
extraordinary musical gifts lead to studies with the great Carl Czerny in Vienna and propel him into
overnight fame in Paris--his youthful opera,Don Sanche, performed when he is fourteen--and in a disorderly
and impulsive way of life by the time he is sixteen . . . We see Liszt drifting into obscurity after a nervous
breakdown at the age of seventeen, then hearing Paganini for the first time and being so fired by the
violinist's amazing technique that he sets for himself a titanic program of work, his aim no less than to create
an entirely new repertoire for the piano....We see him, after years if successful touring, returning
triumphantly to Hungary, his homeland, and publishing in the same year his "Transcendental" and
"Paganini" studies. the signposts of his astonishing technical breakthrough....Finally, we see Liszt at the
height of his artistic powers, giving well over a thousand concerts across Europe and Russia during the years
1839-47: "inventing" the modern piano recital, playing entire programs from memory, performing the
complete contemporary piano repertoire, breaking down the barriers that had traditionally separated
performing artists from their "social superiors," fostering the Romantic view of the artist as superior bring,
because divinely gifted . . . until--his colossal career virtually impossible to sustain--he gives his last paid
performance at the age of thirty-five . . .

Unparalleled in its completeness, its soundness of documentation, and in the quality of its writing, The
Virtuoso Years is the first volume of what will unquestionably be the most important biography of Franz
Liszt in English or any other language.
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From reader reviews:

Pauline Jefferson:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to know everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that guide
has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. These are reading
whatever they get because their hobby is reading a book. Think about the person who don't like reading a
book? Sometime, person feel need book when they found difficult problem or maybe exercise. Well,
probably you will need this Franz Liszt, Volume 1: The Virtuoso Years: 1811-1847.

Grady Meraz:

This book untitled Franz Liszt, Volume 1: The Virtuoso Years: 1811-1847 to be one of several books which
best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit on it.
You will easily to buy this particular book in the book shop or you can order it via online. The publisher with
this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, as you can read this book in your
Touch screen phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this publication from your list.

Robert Watts:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book compared to can
satisfy your short time to read it because all of this time you only find reserve that need more time to be
study. Franz Liszt, Volume 1: The Virtuoso Years: 1811-1847 can be your answer as it can be read by you
actually who have those short time problems.

Alex Estepp:

In this particular era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more
important than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you
need to do is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to get a look at some books. On the list of
books in the top list in your reading list is definitely Franz Liszt, Volume 1: The Virtuoso Years: 1811-1847.
This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in growing to be precious
person. By looking up and review this publication you can get many advantages.
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