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One of the Coast Guard’s great heroes and the secret he kept hidden

"This is a book of adventure that tells how one man shaped the Alaskan frontier at a crucial time in American
history."--Vincent William Patton, Master Chief Petty Officer of the Coast Guard, retired

"Diligent research and precise writing reveal the realities of race relations in nineteenth-century America, as
well as the dangers, loneliness, and complex relationships of life at sea in that era."--Bernard C. Nalty, author
of Strength for the Fight: A History of Black Americans in the Military

In the late 1880s, many lives in northern and western maritime Alaska rested in the capable hands of Michael
A. Healy (1839-1904), through his service to the U.S. Revenue Cutter Service. Healy arrested lawbreakers,
put down mutinies aboard merchant ships, fought the smuggling of illegal liquor and firearms, rescued
shipwrecked sailors from a harsh and unforgiving environment, brought medical aid to isolated villages,
prevented the wholesale slaughter of marine wildlife, and explored unknown waters and lands.

Captain Healy's dramatic feats in the far north were so widely reported that a New York newspaper once
declared him the "most famous man in America." But Healy hid a secret that contributed to his legacy as a
lonely, tragic figure.

In 1896, Healy was brought to trial on charges ranging from conduct unbecoming an officer to endangerment
of his vessel for reason of intoxication. As punishment, he was put ashore on half pay with no command and
dropped to the bottom of the Captain's list. Eventually, he again rose to his former high position in the
service by the time of his death in 1904. Sixty-seven years later, in 1971, the U.S. Coast Guard learned that
Healy was born a slave in Georgia who ran away to sea at age fifteen and spent the rest of his life passing for
white.

This is the rare biography that encompasses both sea adventure and the height of human achievement against
all odds.
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From reader reviews:

Julie Boyle:

This Captain "Hell Roaring" Mike Healy: From American Slave to Arctic Hero (New Perspectives on
Maritime History and Nautical Archaeology) book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have it then the
world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is usually information inside this
reserve incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will
get. This specific Captain "Hell Roaring" Mike Healy: From American Slave to Arctic Hero (New
Perspectives on Maritime History and Nautical Archaeology) without we recognize teach the one who
studying it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't always be worry Captain "Hell Roaring" Mike
Healy: From American Slave to Arctic Hero (New Perspectives on Maritime History and Nautical
Archaeology) can bring once you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' become full because you
can have it inside your lovely laptop even cellphone. This Captain "Hell Roaring" Mike Healy: From
American Slave to Arctic Hero (New Perspectives on Maritime History and Nautical Archaeology) having
great arrangement in word and layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Kevin Mabry:

Now a day people that Living in the era just where everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each info they get. How a lot more to be smart
in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Studying a book can help
people out of this uncertainty Information especially this Captain "Hell Roaring" Mike Healy: From
American Slave to Arctic Hero (New Perspectives on Maritime History and Nautical Archaeology) book
because book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred pct
guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Kim Heflin:

Typically the book Captain "Hell Roaring" Mike Healy: From American Slave to Arctic Hero (New
Perspectives on Maritime History and Nautical Archaeology) has a lot details on it. So when you check out
this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was published by the very famous author. This articles author
makes some research just before write this book. This particular book very easy to read you can get the point
easily after reading this book.

Jason Wahl:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our expertise for everything. By a book we can know
everything we wish. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year seemed
to be exactly added. This book Captain "Hell Roaring" Mike Healy: From American Slave to Arctic Hero
(New Perspectives on Maritime History and Nautical Archaeology) was filled about science. Spend your



extra time to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some people has diverse feel
when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can feel enjoy to
read a guide. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book you wanted.
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