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15 lectures, Strassburg, Berlin, Dornach, 1910-1916 (CW 272);
1 lecture, Basel, Sept. 15, 1912 (CW 139);
2 lectures, Berlin, Feb. 3, Aug. 19, 1916 (CW 65);
Extracts from Rudolf Steiner's writings on Faust, 1880s-1909 (various volumes);
Introduction: "Rudolf Steiner’s Faust," by Frederick Amrine

Goethe, the great German polymath poet, scientist, dramatist, and novelist, was a major influence throughout
Steiner’s life and teaching. While still a student, Steiner wrote introductions to Goethe’ scientific writings
(1884–1890), the collection of which became volume 1 in his Collected Works. He also wrote two volumes
on Goethe’s epistemology (1886) and philosophy (1894). As he moved closer to the esoteric world, he also
gave seminal lectures on Goethe’s fairy tale, “The Green Snake and the Beautiful Lily.” Gradually, he finally
approach Goethe’s masterwork, the epic (and deeply esoteric) drama, Faust.

This book contains fifteen lectures, given between 1910 and 1916. A companion volume (CW 273,
forthcoming) contains thirteen more lectures given between 1916 and 1919. Taken together these two
volumes illuminate in deeply esoteric ways both Anthroposophy and Goethe’s own astonishing vision; the
first volume focusing more on anthroposophy, the second more on Faust.

Beginning with ten short extracts that span twenty years (from the 1880s to 1909), the first lecture sets the
tone?Goethe sought spiritual science, Faust is the record of his striving, and we are led to see how Goethe’s
great drama is filled with embryonic insights that developed and became Anthroposophy. This theme is then
developed, in lecture after lecture, with ever-deepening focus. Whether it is a question of the spiritual nature
of matter, the reverence for truth and knowledge, reincarnation, the Mystery of Golgotha, evil, the nature of
the elemental world, aesthetics, the challenge of our times, human destiny and the nature evolution, these
lectures show Goethe as the great initiate and develop Anthroposophy?Spiritual Science?in a profoundly
esoteric light.

Not previously published in English, this volume has been awaited by many. It is essential reading for
anyone interested in Rudolf Steiner and spiritual science.

This book is volume 272 in the Collected Works (CW) of Rudolf Steiner, published by SteinerBooks, 2013.
It is a translation of the German Geisteswissenschaftliche Erläuterungen zu Goethes Faust. Band I Faust der
Strebende Mensch (Novalis-Verlag Verlag, Freiburg im Breisgau, 1955).
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From reader reviews:

Michael Albin:

With other case, little folks like to read book Anthroposophy in the Light of Goethe's Faust: Writings and
Lectures from Mid-1890s to 1916 (CW 272) (The Collected Works of Rudolf Steiner). You can choose the
best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Given that we know about how is important any book
Anthroposophy in the Light of Goethe's Faust: Writings and Lectures from Mid-1890s to 1916 (CW 272)
(The Collected Works of Rudolf Steiner). You can add expertise and of course you can around the world by
a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can recognize everything! From your country until
eventually foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you can
know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You
need to use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's go through.

Timothy Duchene:

Book is usually written, printed, or created for everything. You can learn everything you want by a e-book.
Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important thing to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A reserve Anthroposophy in the Light of Goethe's
Faust: Writings and Lectures from Mid-1890s to 1916 (CW 272) (The Collected Works of Rudolf Steiner)
will make you to become smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about anything. But
some of you think that will open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It is far from make you fun.
Why they may be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or ideal book with you?

Clyde Miller:

The guide untitled Anthroposophy in the Light of Goethe's Faust: Writings and Lectures from Mid-1890s to
1916 (CW 272) (The Collected Works of Rudolf Steiner) is the guide that recommended to you to learn. You
can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to an individual. The language that article author
use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot of exploration when
write the book, hence the information that they share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also
could get the e-book of Anthroposophy in the Light of Goethe's Faust: Writings and Lectures from Mid-
1890s to 1916 (CW 272) (The Collected Works of Rudolf Steiner) from the publisher to make you more
enjoy free time.

Jessica Henriquez:

Anthroposophy in the Light of Goethe's Faust: Writings and Lectures from Mid-1890s to 1916 (CW 272)
(The Collected Works of Rudolf Steiner) can be one of your nice books that are good idea. Most of us
recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge
in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The article author giving
his/her effort to set every word into pleasure arrangement in writing Anthroposophy in the Light of Goethe's



Faust: Writings and Lectures from Mid-1890s to 1916 (CW 272) (The Collected Works of Rudolf Steiner)
however doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource details that
maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information can certainly drawn you into completely new
stage of crucial considering.
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