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Sue Wilkes reveals the shadowy world of Britain's spies, rebels and secret societies from the late 1780s until
1820. Drawing on contemporary literature and official records, Wilkes unmasks the real conspirators and
tells the tragic stories of the unwitting victims sent to the gallows.

In this 'age of Revolutions', when the French fought for liberty, Britain's upper classes feared revolution was
imminent. Thomas Paine's incendiary Rights of Man called men to overthrow governments which did not
safeguard their rights. Were Jacobins and Radical reformers in England and Scotland secretly plotting
rebellion? Ireland, too, was a seething cauldron of unrest, its impoverished people oppressed by their
Protestant masters.

Britain's governing elite could not rely on the armed services – even Royal Navy crews mutinied over brutal
conditions. To keep the nation safe, a 'war chest' of secret service money funded a network of spies to
uncover potential rebels amongst the underprivileged masses. It had some famous successes: dashing
Colonel Despard, friend of Lord Nelson, was executed for treason. Sometimes in the deadly game of cat-
and-mouse between spies and their prey, suspicion fell on the wrong men, like poets Wordsworth and
Coleridge.

Even peaceful reformers risked arrest for sedition. Political meetings like Manchester's 'Peterloo' were
ruthlessly suppressed, and innocent blood spilt. Repression bred resentment – and a diabolical plot was born.
The stakes were incredibly high: rebels suffered the horrors of a traitor's death when found guilty. Some
conspirators' secrets died with them on the scaffold...

The spy network had some famous successes, like the discoveries of the Despard plot, the Pentrich Rising
and the Cato St conspiracy. It had some notable failures, too. However, sometimes the 'war on terror'
descended into high farce, like the 'Spy Nozy' affair, in which poets Wordsworth and Coleridge were
shadowed by a special agent.
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From reader reviews:

Victoria Williams:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yes, you
can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take a go
walking, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open as well as read a book eligible Regency
Spies: Secret Histories of Britain's Rebels & Revolutionaries? Maybe it is for being best activity for you.
You already know beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do
you agree with its opinion or you have other opinion?

Sharon Rowe:

Book will be written, printed, or created for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a reserve.
Book has a different type. As we know that book is important issue to bring us around the world. Next to that
you can your reading ability was fluently. A book Regency Spies: Secret Histories of Britain's Rebels &
Revolutionaries will make you to be smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know about
everything. But some of you think which open or reading a book make you bored. It is not make you fun.
Why they could be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or ideal book with you?

Tom Baptist:

This Regency Spies: Secret Histories of Britain's Rebels & Revolutionaries is new way for you who has
attention to look for some information since it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you into it getting
knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this Regency
Spies: Secret Histories of Britain's Rebels & Revolutionaries can be the light food for you because the
information inside this kind of book is easy to get by anyone. These books build itself in the form that is
reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book type. People who think that in reserve form make them feel
sleepy even dizzy this book is the answer. So there is no in reading a e-book especially this one. You can
find what you are looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book
variety for your better life in addition to knowledge.

Patrick Taylor:

With this era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more special than
other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple method to have that. What you must do is just
spending your time little but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of the books in the top list in
your reading list is Regency Spies: Secret Histories of Britain's Rebels & Revolutionaries. This book that is
qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking upward and
review this book you can get many advantages.
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