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Entheogens and the Development of Culture makes the radical proposition that mind-altering substances
have played a major part not only in cultural development but also in human brain development. Researchers
suggest that we have purposely enhanced receptor sites in the brain, especially those for dopamine and
serotonin, through the use of plants and fungi over a long period of time. The trade-off for lowered
functioning and potential drug abuse has been more creative thinking--or a leap in consciousness.
Experiments in entheogen use led to the development of primitive medicine, in which certain mind-altering
plants and fungi were imbibed to still fatigue, pain, or depression, while others were taken to promote hunger
and libido. Our ancestors selected for our neural hardware, and our propensity for seeking altered forms of
consciousness as a survival strategy may be intimately bound to our decision-making processes going back
to the dawn of time.

Fourteen essays by a wide range of contributors—including founding president of the American
Anthropological Association’s Anthropology of Religion section Michael Winkelman, PhD; Carl A. P.
Ruck, PhD, Boston University professor of classics and an authority on the ecstatic rituals of the god
Dionysus; and world-renowned botanist Dr. Gaston Guzma, member of the Colombian National Academy of
Sciences and expert on hallucinogenic mushrooms—demonstrate that altering consciousness continues to be
an important part of human experience today. Anthropologists, cultural historians, and anyone interested in
the effects of mind-altering substances on the human mind and soul will find this book deeply informative
and inspiring.

From the Trade Paperback edition.
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From reader reviews:

Anna Humphrey:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you
require something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy
particular person? If you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is gives you the sense of being
bored faster. And you have free time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. The doctor has
to answer that question since just their can do in which. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each
person. Yes, it is proper. Because start from on guardería until university need this Entheogens and the
Development of Culture: The Anthropology and Neurobiology of Ecstatic Experience to read.

Drew Dube:

The feeling that you get from Entheogens and the Development of Culture: The Anthropology and
Neurobiology of Ecstatic Experience could be the more deep you rooting the information that hide inside
words the more you get serious about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to understand but
Entheogens and the Development of Culture: The Anthropology and Neurobiology of Ecstatic Experience
giving you thrill feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in particular way that can be
understood by simply anyone who read the item because the author of this e-book is well-known enough.
This kind of book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can
go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this kind of
Entheogens and the Development of Culture: The Anthropology and Neurobiology of Ecstatic Experience
instantly.

Michael Emery:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a guide you will get new information because book is one of many ways to
share the information or their idea. Second, looking at a book will make you more imaginative. When you
studying a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story how the
people do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other people. When you read this
Entheogens and the Development of Culture: The Anthropology and Neurobiology of Ecstatic Experience,
you can tells your family, friends and soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire average, make
them reading a e-book.

Yong Dickerson:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our understanding for everything. By a book we can
know everything we want. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every
year had been exactly added. This guide Entheogens and the Development of Culture: The Anthropology and



Neurobiology of Ecstatic Experience was filled with regards to science. Spend your spare time to add your
knowledge about your research competence. Some people has several feel when they reading any book. If
you know how big benefit of a book, you can feel enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like now, many
ways to get book that you wanted.
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