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Heroin was only one drug among many that worried Progressive Era anti-vice reformers, but by the mid-
twentieth century, heroin addiction came to symbolize irredeemable deviance. Creating the American Junkie
examines how psychiatristsand psychologists produced a construction of opiate addicts as deviants with
inherently flawed personalities caught in the grip of a dependency from which few would ever escape. Their
portrayal of the tough urban addict helped bolster the federal government's policy of drug prohibition and
created a social context that made the life of the American heroin addict, or junkie, more, not less, precarious
in the wake of Progressive Era reforms.

Weaving together the accounts of addicts and researchers, Acker examines how the construction of addiction
in the early twentieth century was strongly influenced by the professional concerns of psychiatrists seeking
to increase their medical authority; by the disciplinary ambitions of pharmacologists to build a drug
development infrastructure; and by the American Medical Association's campaign to reduce prescriptions of
opiates and to absolve physicians in private practice from the necessity of treating difficult addicts as
patients. In contrast, early sociological studies of heroin addicts formed a basis for criticizing the
criminalization of addiction. By 1940, Acker concludes, a particular configuration of ideas about opiate
addiction was firmly in place and remained essentially stable until the enormous demographic changes in
drug use of the 1960s and 1970s prompted changes in the understanding of addiction?and in public policy.
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From reader reviews:

Renee Oneal:

This book untitled Creating the American Junkie: Addiction Research in the Classic Era of Narcotic Control
to be one of several books in which best seller in this year, that's because when you read this reserve you can
get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this book in the book retailer or you can order it by using
online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, as you can
read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this reserve from
your list.

Carolyn Brown:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic
in the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to fill
your personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book is usually option to fill your free time/ holiday. The
first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to try look for
book, may be the guide untitled Creating the American Junkie: Addiction Research in the Classic Era of
Narcotic Control can be fine book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Paul Dubose:

Creating the American Junkie: Addiction Research in the Classic Era of Narcotic Control can be one of your
nice books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this publication has good
vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining however
delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to get every word into pleasure arrangement in
writing Creating the American Junkie: Addiction Research in the Classic Era of Narcotic Control but doesn't
forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource information that
maybe you can be one among it. This great information can certainly drawn you into brand new stage of
crucial imagining.

Jesse Ward:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Aim to
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't judge book by its handle may doesn't work the
following is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside
seem likes. Maybe you answer can be Creating the American Junkie: Addiction Research in the Classic Era
of Narcotic Control why because the fantastic cover that make you consider about the content will not
disappoint anyone. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading 6th sense
will directly guide you to pick up this book.
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