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An inside look at the reasons Catholic priests and nuns commit sexual abuse

Sexual Abuse and the Culture of Catholicism digs beneath the public scandals to explore the underlying
causes of sexual abuse by priests and nuns from the unique perspective of an abuse victim/survivor who is an
experienced mental health practitioner and social science researcher. This powerful book includes the
author’s personal account of sexual abuse by a nun and her years of struggle to recover. Passionate but
scholarly and objective, the book advocates the need for healing dialogue, empirical research, and informed
prevention strategies to bring a meaningful resolution to the crisis of sexual abuse in the church.

Popular explanations for the reasons behind the crisis have included issues related to celibacy,
homosexuality, the power structure of the church, and poor seminary screening practices. But none of these
theories are supported by research nor can they explain why Catholic priests and nuns may be more likely to
abuse children that other adults in positions of trust. Sexual Abuse and the Culture of Catholicism uses a
complex, systemic approach to draw parallels between the church as a human system and a family that has
experienced incest, presenting a model for a sexual trauma cycle in the church based on systemic sexual
shame passed down through the beliefs and practices of Catholicism.

Sexual Abuse and the Culture of Catholicism examines:

the prevalence and characteristics of sexual abuse by Catholic priests and nuns compared to sex offenders●

in the general population

celibacy, homosexuality, and the power structure of the church as contributing factors in the sexual abuse●

crisis

an analogy of the church as a family in which incest occurs●

the effects and causes of sexual offending from one generation to the next●

how current research on sexual offending applies to sexual abuse by priests and nuns●

healing and empowerment for those affected by religious-based sexual trauma●

reform and renewal within the Catholic Church●

and much more●

Sexual Abuse and the Culture of Catholicism is a unique and important resource for clergy, religious order,
and lay leaders in the Catholic Church and other Christian denominations; social science researchers; social
workers and mental health professionals; lay and religious members of the Catholic Church; and anyone



recovering from religious-based sexual trauma.
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From reader reviews:

Grace McClellan:

This book untitled Sexual Abuse and the Culture of Catholicism: How Priests and Nuns Become Perpetrators
to be one of several books in which best seller in this year, here is because when you read this publication
you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book retail store or you
can order it by using online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this
book, since you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this e-
book from your list.

Cynthia Miller:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and
soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended to your account is Sexual Abuse and the Culture of Catholicism: How Priests and Nuns
Become Perpetrators this reserve consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world now. This
specific book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer make
usage of to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some exploration when he makes this book.
That is why this book acceptable all of you.

John Martin:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many issue for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
examining, not only science book but novel and Sexual Abuse and the Culture of Catholicism: How Priests
and Nuns Become Perpetrators or even others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how
the great a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or maybe
students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to include their knowledge. In some other case, beside
science e-book, any other book likes Sexual Abuse and the Culture of Catholicism: How Priests and Nuns
Become Perpetrators to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like here.

Manda Perez:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got learners? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And also
you know that little person like reading or as looking at become their hobby. You should know that reading
is very important and book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except
your own teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update concerning something by book. Numerous
books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is Sexual Abuse and the Culture of Catholicism:



How Priests and Nuns Become Perpetrators.
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