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Several years ago in Rajasthan, an eighteen-year-old woman was burned on her husband's funeral pyre and
thus became sati. Before ascending the pyre, she was expected to deliver both blessings and curses: blessings
to guard her family and clan for many generations, and curses to prevent anyone from thwarting her desire to
die. Sati also means blessing and curse in a broader sense. To those who revere it, sati symbolizes ultimate
loyalty and self-sacrifice. It often figures near the core of a Hindu identity that feels embattled in a modern
world. Yet to those who deplore it, sati is a curse, a violation of every woman's womanhood. It is murder
mystified, and as such, the symbol of precisely what Hinduism should not be.

In this volume a group of leading scholars consider the many meanings of sati: in India and the West; in
literature, art, and opera; in religion, psychology, economics, and politics. With contributors who are both
Indian and American, this is a genuinely binational, postcolonial discussion. Contributors include Karen
Brown, Paul Courtright, Vidya Dehejia, Ainslie Embree, Dorothy Figueira, Lindsey Harlan, John Hawley,
Robin Lewis, Ashis Nandy, and Veena Talwar Oldenburg.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Sims:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by connect with the internet and
the resources inside can be true or not demand people to be aware of each information they get. How
individuals to be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book.
Reading a book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Sati, the Blessing and
the Curse: The Burning of Wives in India book because this book offers you rich information and
knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Catherine Rubio:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world could share
their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their particular reader
with their story or even their experience. Not only situation that share in the ebooks. But also they write
about the ability about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach your children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on earth always try to
improve their talent in writing, they also doing some research before they write to their book. One of them is
this Sati, the Blessing and the Curse: The Burning of Wives in India.

Jodi Dauphin:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Attempt to
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't determine book by its deal with may doesn't
work this is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside
appear likes. Maybe you answer could be Sati, the Blessing and the Curse: The Burning of Wives in India
why because the great cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint you
actually. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly
show you to pick up this book.

Timothy Wrobel:

Many people spending their period by playing outside along with friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh, do
you think reading a book really can hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It ok you can have
the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Sati, the Blessing and the Curse: The
Burning of Wives in India which is having the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's see.
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