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A new look at the life and 1857 trial of Madeleine Smith, the young Scottish woman accused of poisoning an
undesired suitor, this book uses analyses of Smith's correspondence with the victim and her trial testimony to
reveal much about Victorian society, Scottish law, and the woman who received the nebulous verdict of not
proven. The verdict not proven is unique to Scotland: while allowing a defendant to go free, the verdict often
carries a stigma, as it not only indicates that the prosecution failed to prove its case, but also states that the
defense failed to convince the jury of the defendant's innocence. Emile L'Angelier, the son of a working-
class family from the Channel Islands, and Madeleine Smith, the daughter of a wealthy Glasgow family,
were never properly introduced; however, they carried on an illicit affair that would end in tragedy. The
absence of a clear verdict in this murder trial rocked Victorian Scotland and England. The story of the young
girl who (presumably) poisoned her secret lover so that she could go forward with a family-arranged
marriage would live on in print, on stage, and on the screen throughout the following century and a half.

By analyzing the correspondence between Madeleine and Emile, the criminal trial testimony, and the
pathology reports on Emile's body, Murder in Victorian Scotland gives the most complete picture to date of
the events surrounding this infamous crime. This book shows Madeleine's rise from an anonymous defendant
into one of the leading social celebrities of the day. An in-depth look at the writings of Madeleine's
biographers details the variety of ways in which Madeleine and Emile were depicted, various theories
regarding the facts of the alleged crime, and the folklore mystique of the notorious case. Murder in Victorian
Scotland provides valuable insight into the limited world of Victorian women and the great divide between
social classes that doomed the daring relationship even before it had begun.
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From reader reviews:

Kathy Wilson:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world could share their
idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their reader with their
story or maybe their experience. Not only the story that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the
data about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your sons or
daughters, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors in this world always try to
improve their ability in writing, they also doing some study before they write with their book. One of them is
this Murder in Victorian Scotland: The Trial of Madeleine Smith.

Kathleen Land:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book particularly
book entitled Murder in Victorian Scotland: The Trial of Madeleine Smith your mind will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe unknown for but surely can be your mind friends.
Imaging each word written in a book then become one application form conclusion and explanation that will
maybe you never get previous to. The Murder in Victorian Scotland: The Trial of Madeleine Smith giving
you yet another experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful information for your
better life within this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and
mind will likely be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a game. Do you want to
try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Charles Wilkerson:

This Murder in Victorian Scotland: The Trial of Madeleine Smith is brand-new way for you who has
curiosity to look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you on it
getting knowledge more you know or you who still having small amount of digest in reading this Murder in
Victorian Scotland: The Trial of Madeleine Smith can be the light food to suit your needs because the
information inside that book is easy to get through anyone. These books build itself in the form which can be
reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book form. People who think that in book form make them
feel tired even dizzy this book is the answer. So there is not any in reading a e-book especially this one. You
can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book
variety for your better life and also knowledge.

Mohammad Darling:

As a university student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library
or make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's internal
or real their leisure activity. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to presently



there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring and also
can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important to suit your
needs. As we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many
ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this Murder in Victorian Scotland: The Trial of Madeleine
Smith can make you feel more interested to read.
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