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What does economics have to do with law? Suppose legislators propose that armed robbers receive life
imprisonment. Editorial pages applaud them for getting tough on crime. Constitutional lawyers raise the
issue of cruel and unusual punishment. Legal philosophers ponder questions of justness. An economist, on
the other hand, observes that making the punishment for armed robbery the same as that for murder
encourages muggers to kill their victims. This is the cut-to-the-chase quality that makes economics not only
applicable to the interpretation of law, but beneficial to its crafting.

Drawing on numerous commonsense examples, in addition to his extensive knowledge of Chicago-school
economics, David D. Friedman offers a spirited defense of the economic view of law. He clarifies the
relationship between law and economics in clear prose that is friendly to students, lawyers, and lay readers
without sacrificing the intellectual heft of the ideas presented. Friedman is the ideal spokesman for an
approach to law that is controversial not because it overturns the conclusions of traditional legal scholars--it
can be used to advocate a surprising variety of political positions, including both sides of such contentious
issues as capital punishment--but rather because it alters the very nature of their arguments. For example,
rather than viewing landlord-tenant law as a matter of favoring landlords over tenants or tenants over
landlords, an economic analysis makes clear that a bad law injures both groups in the long run. And unlike
traditional legal doctrines, economics offers a unified approach, one that applies the same fundamental ideas
to understand and evaluate legal rules in contract, property, crime, tort, and every other category of law,
whether in modern day America or other times and places--and systems of non-legal rules, such as social
norms, as well.

This book will undoubtedly raise the discourse on the increasingly important topic of the economics of law,
giving both supporters and critics of the economic perspective a place to organize their ideas.
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From reader reviews:

Mark Ames:

The book Law's Order can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. So just why
must we leave the good thing like a book Law's Order? A number of you have a different opinion about
publication. But one aim this book can give many information for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try
to closer with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; it is
possible to share all of these. Book Law's Order has simple shape however, you know: it has great and large
function for you. You can search the enormous world by available and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Anthony Harrison:

This Law's Order book is simply not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit
you receive by reading this book is definitely information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get
data which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of information you will get. That Law's Order without we
realize teach the one who looking at it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't always be worry
Law's Order can bring if you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' grow to be full because
you can have it within your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This Law's Order having excellent
arrangement in word and layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Carla Spiegel:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of
new details. When you read a publication you will get new information since book is one of a number of
ways to share the information or their idea. Second, looking at a book will make anyone more imaginative.
When you examining a book especially fiction book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the
character types do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this
Law's Order, you can tells your family, friends and also soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can
inspire different ones, make them reading a e-book.

James Pickett:

Law's Order can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away
because this guide has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit
entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort to put every word
into enjoyment arrangement in writing Law's Order yet doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the
hottest along with based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be one of it. This great information may
drawn you into brand new stage of crucial imagining.
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