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Questions about the origins of human cooperation have long puzzled and divided scientists. Social norms
that foster fair-minded behavior, altruism and collective action undergird the foundations of large-scale
human societies, but we know little about how these norms develop or spread, or why the intensity and
breadth of human cooperation varies among different populations. What is the connection between social
norms that encourage fair dealing and economic growth? How are these social norms related to the
emergence of centralized institutions? Informed by a pioneering set of cross-cultural data, Experimenting
with Social Norms advances our understanding of the evolution of human cooperation and the expansion of
complex societies.

Editors Jean Ensminger and Joseph Henrich present evidence from an exciting collaboration between
anthropologists and economists. Using experimental economics games, researchers examined levels of
fairness, cooperation, and norms for punishing those who violate expectations of equality across a diverse
swath of societies, from hunter-gatherers in Tanzania to a small town in rural Missouri. These experiments
tested individuals’ willingness to conduct mutually beneficial transactions with strangers that reap rewards
only at the expense of taking a risk on the cooperation of others. The results show a robust relationship
between exposure to market economies and social norms that benefit the group over narrow economic self-
interest. Levels of fairness and generosity are generally higher among individuals in communities with more
integrated markets. Religion also plays a powerful role. Individuals practicing either Islam or Christianity
exhibited a stronger sense of fairness, possibly because religions with high moralizing deities, equipped with
ample powers to reward and punish, encourage greater prosociality. The size of the settlement also had an
impact. People in larger communities were more willing to punish unfairness compared to those in smaller
societies. Taken together, the volume supports the hypothesis that social norms evolved over thousands of
years to allow strangers in more complex and large settlements to coexist, trade and prosper.

Innovative and ambitious, Experimenting with Social Norms synthesizes an unprecedented analysis of social
behavior from an immense range of human societies. The fifteen case studies analyzed in this volume, which
include field experiments in Africa, South America, New Guinea, Siberia and the United States, are available
for free download on the Foundation’s website:www.russellsage.org.
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From reader reviews:

Paul Skeens:

Book is written, printed, or created for everything. You can realize everything you want by a reserve. Book
has a different type. To be sure that book is important point to bring us around the world. Alongside that you
can your reading skill was fluently. A publication Experimenting with Social Norms: Fairness and
Punishment in Cross-Cultural Perspective will make you to become smarter. You can feel far more
confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you think that open or reading some sort of book
make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you in search of best book
or suited book with you?

Denise Lee:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them loved ones
or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or maybe
playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different you
can read a new book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent all day
every day to reading a reserve. The book Experimenting with Social Norms: Fairness and Punishment in
Cross-Cultural Perspective it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book.
These folks were enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space to bring this book
you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not
very costly but this book offers high quality.

Edward McCain:

This Experimenting with Social Norms: Fairness and Punishment in Cross-Cultural Perspective is
completely new way for you who has curiosity to look for some information given it relief your hunger
details. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having tiny
amount of digest in reading this Experimenting with Social Norms: Fairness and Punishment in Cross-
Cultural Perspective can be the light food for you personally because the information inside this kind of book
is easy to get by simply anyone. These books develop itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone,
yes I mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in guide form make them feel tired even dizzy
this book is the answer. So there is not any in reading a e-book especially this one. You can find actually
looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book type for your better life
along with knowledge.

Eduardo Ford:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many question for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people
likes reading, not only science book but also novel and Experimenting with Social Norms: Fairness and



Punishment in Cross-Cultural Perspective or others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know
how the good a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or
perhaps students especially. Those books are helping them to bring their knowledge. In other case, beside
science publication, any other book likes Experimenting with Social Norms: Fairness and Punishment in
Cross-Cultural Perspective to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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