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This is a book about the dramatic periods in the Earth's history called mass extinctions - short periods (by
geological standards) when life nearly died out on Earth. The most famous is the mass extinction that
happened about 65 million years ago, and that caused the death of the dinosaurs. But that was not the worst
mass extinction: that honour goes to the extinction at the end of the Permian Period, about 250 million years
ago, when over 90% of life is thought to
have become extinct.

What caused these catastrophes? Was it the effects of a massive meteorite impact? There is evidence for such
an impact about 65 million years ago. Or was it a period of massive volcanic activity? There is evidence in
the rocks of huge lava flows at periods that match several of the mass extinctions. Was it something to do
with climate change and sea level? Or was it a combination of some or all of these?

The question has been haunting geologists for a number of years, and it forms one of the most exciting areas
of research in geology today. In this book, Tony Hallam, a distinguished geologist and writer, looks at all the
different theories and also what the study of mass extinctions might tell us about the future. If climate change
is a key factor, we may well, as some scientists have suggested, be in a period of mass extinction of our own
making.
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From reader reviews:

David Munsch:

The book Catastrophes and Lesser Calamities: The causes of mass extinctions can give more knowledge and
also the precise product information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave a good thing
like a book Catastrophes and Lesser Calamities: The causes of mass extinctions? A few of you have a
different opinion about guide. But one aim that will book can give many information for us. It is absolutely
appropriate. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you
could give for each other; you could share all of these. Book Catastrophes and Lesser Calamities: The causes
of mass extinctions has simple shape however, you know: it has great and big function for you. You can
appear the enormous world by open and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Kurt Hooper:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always try and and must have the extra time or they will get lots of
stress from both day to day life and work. So , once we ask do people have extra time, we will say absolutely
of course. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are there when
the spare time coming to you of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you try this one, reading
books. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, typically the book you have read is actually
Catastrophes and Lesser Calamities: The causes of mass extinctions.

Keesha Marks:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside along with friends, fun activity along with family
or just watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by looking at a book.
Ugh, you think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It fine you
can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Catastrophes and Lesser
Calamities: The causes of mass extinctions which is getting the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's
observe.

Glenn Bail:

This Catastrophes and Lesser Calamities: The causes of mass extinctions is new way for you who has
fascination to look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you
upon it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having small amount of digest in reading
this Catastrophes and Lesser Calamities: The causes of mass extinctions can be the light food for you
because the information inside this book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books create itself in the
form which is reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in book
form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this publication is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a
book especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss the
item! Just read this e-book type for your better life in addition to knowledge.
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