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Between 1974 and 1990 more than thirty countries in southern Europe, Latin America, East Asia, and
Eastern Europe shifted from authoritarian to democratic systems of government. This global democratic
revolution is probably the most important political trend in the late twentieth century. In The Third Wave,
Samuel P. Huntington analyzes the causes and nature of these democratic transitions, evaluates the prospects
for stability of the new democracies, and explores the possibility of more countries becoming democratic.
The recent transitions, he argues, are the third major wave of democratization in the modem world. Each of
the two previous waves was followed by a reverse wave in which some countries shifted back to
authoritarian government. Using concrete examples, empirical evidence, and insightful analysis, Huntington
provides neither a theory nor a history of the third wave, but an explanation of why and how it occurred.

Factors responsible for the democratic trend include the legitimacy dilemmas of authoritarian regimes;
economic and social development; the changed role of the Catholic Church; the impact of the United States,
the European Community, and the Soviet Union; and the "snowballing" phenomenon: change in one country
stimulating change in others. Five key elite groups within and outside the nondemocratic regime played roles
in shaping the various ways democratization occurred. Compromise was key to all democratizations, and
elections and nonviolent tactics also were central. New democracies must deal with the "torturer problem"
and the "praetorian problem" and attempt to develop democratic values and processes. Disillusionment with
democracy, Huntington argues, is necessary to consolidating democracy. He concludes the book with an
analysis of the political, economic, and cultural factors that will decide whether or not the third wave
continues.

Several "Guidelines for Democratizers" offer specific, practical suggestions for initiating and carrying out
reform. Huntington's emphasis on practical application makes this book a valuable tool for anyone engaged
in the democratization process. At this volatile time in history, Huntington's assessment of the processes of
democratization is indispensable to understanding the future of democracy in the world.
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From reader reviews:

Jeffrey Thompson:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to know everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or goal; it means that guide
has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. These are
reading whatever they consider because their hobby will be reading a book. Consider the person who don't
like looking at a book? Sometime, individual feel need book if they found difficult problem or maybe
exercise. Well, probably you'll have this The Third Wave: Democratization in the Late 20th Century (The
Julian J. Rothbaum Distinguished Lecture Series).

Curtis Monahan:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As we
know that book is very important for people. The book The Third Wave: Democratization in the Late 20th
Century (The Julian J. Rothbaum Distinguished Lecture Series) has been making you to know about other
know-how and of course you can take more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The
guide The Third Wave: Democratization in the Late 20th Century (The Julian J. Rothbaum Distinguished
Lecture Series) is not only giving you more new information but also being your friend when you really feel
bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship with all the book
The Third Wave: Democratization in the Late 20th Century (The Julian J. Rothbaum Distinguished Lecture
Series). You never experience lose out for everything should you read some books.

Bonita Crist:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold
on guys that aren't like that. This The Third Wave: Democratization in the Late 20th Century (The Julian J.
Rothbaum Distinguished Lecture Series) book is readable through you who hate those perfect word style.
You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience without leaving also decrease the
knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer involving The Third Wave: Democratization in the Late
20th Century (The Julian J. Rothbaum Distinguished Lecture Series) content conveys objective easily to
understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just different
by means of it. So , do you nevertheless thinking The Third Wave: Democratization in the Late 20th Century
(The Julian J. Rothbaum Distinguished Lecture Series) is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Gordon Miller:

This The Third Wave: Democratization in the Late 20th Century (The Julian J. Rothbaum Distinguished
Lecture Series) is new way for you who has fascination to look for some information mainly because it relief
your hunger info. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having
bit of digest in reading this The Third Wave: Democratization in the Late 20th Century (The Julian J.



Rothbaum Distinguished Lecture Series) can be the light food for you personally because the information
inside this kind of book is easy to get through anyone. These books develop itself in the form that is
reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book form. People who think that in reserve form make them
feel tired even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there is not any in reading a guide especially this one. You
can find actually looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book
sort for your better life in addition to knowledge.
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