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EXCERPT:

Three events of pre-eminent importance have occurred in our modern times; these are the Protestant
Reformation, the American War of Independence, and the French Revolution.

The most complicated and varied of these great movements is the French Revolution, on which thousands of
volumes have been written, so that it is impossible even to classify the leading events and the ever-changing
features of that rapid and exciting movement. The first act of that great drama was the attempt of reformers
and patriots to destroy feudalism,—with its privileges and distinctions and injustices,—by unscrupulous and
wild legislation, and to give a new constitution to the State.

The best representative of this movement was Mirabeau, and I accordingly select him as the subject of this
lecture. I cannot describe the violence and anarchy which succeeded the Reign of Terror, ending in a
Directory, and the usurpation of Napoleon. The subject is so vast that I must confine myself to a single point,
in which, however, I would unfold the principles of the reformers and the logical results to which their
principles led.

The remote causes of the French Revolution I have already glanced at, in a previous lecture. The most
obvious of these, doubtless, was the misgovernment which began with Louis XIV. and continued so
disgracefully under Louis XV.; which destroyed all reverence for the throne, even loyalty itself, the chief
support of the monarchy. The next most powerful influence that created revolution was feudalism, which
ground down the people by unequal laws, and irritated them by the haughtiness, insolence, and heartlessness
of the aristocracy, and thus destroyed all respect for them, ending in bitter animosities. Closely connected
with these two gigantic evils was the excessive taxation, which oppressed the nation and made it
discontented and rebellious. The fourth most prominent cause of agitation was the writings of infidel
philosophers and economists, whose unsound and sophistical theories held out fallacious hopes, and
undermined those sentiments by which all governments and institutions are preserved. These will be
incidentally presented, as thereby we shall be able to trace the career of the remarkable man who controlled
the National Assembly, and who applied the torch to the edifice whose horrid and fearful fires he would
afterwards have suppressed. It is easy to destroy; it is difficult to reconstruct. Nor is there any human force
which can arrest a national conflagration when once it is kindled: only on its ashes can a new structure arise,
and this only after long and laborious efforts and humiliating disappointments.
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From reader reviews:

Harriet Blum:

This European Statesmen (Illustrated) are generally reliable for you who want to be considered a successful
person, why. The main reason of this European Statesmen (Illustrated) can be one of several great books you
must have is definitely giving you more than just simple reading food but feed a person with information that
probably will shock your prior knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it everywhere and
whenever your conditions in e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this European Statesmen (Illustrated)
forcing you to have an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical
thinking that could it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Paul Frazier:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the concept
European Statesmen (Illustrated) suitable to you? The particular book was written by famous writer in this
era. The actual book untitled European Statesmen (Illustrated)is a single of several books which everyone
read now. This kind of book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this publication
you will enter the new shape that you ever know prior to. The author explained their plan in the simple way,
thus all of people can easily to know the core of this publication. This book will give you a great deal of
information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world with this book.

Silvia Smedley:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our know-how for everything. By a guide we can know
everything you want. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This publication European Statesmen (Illustrated) was filled regarding science. Spend your
spare time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has diverse feel
when they reading a book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a
book. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book that you just wanted.

Gerald McMullen:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. That book European Statesmen (Illustrated) was bright colored and
of course has pictures around. As we know that book European Statesmen (Illustrated) has many kinds or
type. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and
believe you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it offers
you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading that.
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