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One of the great intellectual battles of modern times is between evolution and religion. Until now, they have
been considered completely irreconcilable theories of origin and existence. David Sloan Wilson's Darwin's
Cathedral takes the radical step of joining the two, in the process proposing an evolutionary theory of
religion that shakes both evolutionary biology and social theory at their foundations.

The key, argues Wilson, is to think of society as an organism, an old idea that has received new life based on
recent developments in evolutionary biology. If society is an organism, can we then think of morality and
religion as biologically and culturally evolved adaptations that enable human groups to function as single
units rather than mere collections of individuals? Wilson brings a variety of evidence to bear on this
question, from both the biological and social sciences. From Calvinism in sixteenth-century Geneva to
Balinese water temples, from hunter-gatherer societies to urban America, Wilson demonstrates how religions
have enabled people to achieve by collective action what they never could do alone. He also includes a
chapter considering forgiveness from an evolutionary perspective and concludes by discussing how all social
organizations, including science, could benefit by incorporating elements of religion.

Religious believers often compare their communities to single organisms and even to insect colonies.
Astoundingly, Wilson shows that they might be literally correct. Intended for any educated reader, Darwin's
Cathedral will change forever the way we view the relations among evolution, religion, and human society.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Rios:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also work as a life style. This
reading practice give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge your information
inside the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what
kind of book you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with training books but if you want
experience happy read one having theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The particular
Darwin's Cathedral: Evolution, Religion, and the Nature of Society is kind of reserve which is giving the
reader unstable experience.

Helen Wright:

This book untitled Darwin's Cathedral: Evolution, Religion, and the Nature of Society to be one of several
books which best seller in this year, that is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit in it.
You will easily to buy that book in the book shop or you can order it by way of online. The publisher of the
book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, because you can read this book in your
Smartphone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this e-book from your list.

Michael Taylor:

On this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are more
precious than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple way to have that. What you are
related is just spending your time not much but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of the books
in the top record in your reading list is definitely Darwin's Cathedral: Evolution, Religion, and the Nature of
Society. This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in growing to be
precious person. By looking way up and review this publication you can get many advantages.

John Bonilla:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This particular book Darwin's Cathedral: Evolution, Religion, and
the Nature of Society was multi-colored and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Darwin's
Cathedral: Evolution, Religion, and the Nature of Society has many kinds or category. Start from kids until
teenagers. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and feel that you are the character
on there. Therefore , not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and
chill out. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading that.
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