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This study looks at the lives of the most famous "wild children" of eighteenth-century Europe, showing how
they open a window onto European ideas about the potential and perfectibility of mankind. Julia V.
Douthwaite recounts reports of feral children such as the wild girl of Champagne (captured in 1731 and
baptized as Marie-Angélique Leblanc), offering a fascinating glimpse into beliefs about the difference
between man and beast and the means once used to civilize the uncivilized.

A variety of educational experiments failed to tame these feral children by the standards of the day. After
telling their stories, Douthwaite turns to literature that reflects on similar experiments to perfect human
subjects. Her examples range from utopian schemes for progressive childrearing to philosophical tales of
animated statues, from revolutionary theories of regenerated men to Gothic tales of scientists run amok.
Encompassing thinkers such as Rousseau, Sade, Defoe, and Mary Shelley, Douthwaite shows how the
Enlightenment conceived of mankind as an infinitely malleable entity, first with optimism, then with
apprehension. Exposing the darker side of eighteenth-century thought, she demonstrates how advances in
science gave rise to troubling ethical concerns, as parents, scientists, and politicians tried to perfect mankind
with disastrous results.
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From reader reviews:

George Conner:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their free time with their family,
or their particular friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic
inside park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to fill
your free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book is usually option to fill your free of charge time/ holiday.
The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to test look for
book, may be the e-book untitled The Wild Girl, Natural Man, and the Monster: Dangerous Experiments in
the Age of Enlightenment can be good book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Doug Campbell:

Exactly why? Because this The Wild Girl, Natural Man, and the Monster: Dangerous Experiments in the
Age of Enlightenment is an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap that but latter
it will shock you with the secret that inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who also
write the book in such incredible way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining means but
still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this anymore or
you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book have got
such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking method. So , still want to hold up having that
book? If I ended up you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Debra Palacios:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book particularly book entitled The
Wild Girl, Natural Man, and the Monster: Dangerous Experiments in the Age of Enlightenment your mind
will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe not known for but surely will
become your mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a reserve then become one form conclusion
and explanation that maybe you never get prior to. The The Wild Girl, Natural Man, and the Monster:
Dangerous Experiments in the Age of Enlightenment giving you another experience more than blown away
the mind but also giving you useful information for your better life on this era. So now let us teach you the
relaxing pattern this is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished reading it, like
winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Judy Yelle:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't evaluate book by its deal with may
doesn't work the following is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not while fantastic as
in the outside seem likes. Maybe you answer could be The Wild Girl, Natural Man, and the Monster:
Dangerous Experiments in the Age of Enlightenment why because the great cover that make you consider



concerning the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or
perhaps cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.
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