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Embattled and belittled, demonized and deemed passé, feminism today seems becalmed without being calm.
This is as true in literary criticism as elsewhere in the culture--yet it is in literary criticism that these essays
locate the renewed promises, possibilities, and applications of feminist thought. In fresh readings of a wide
array of texts--legal, literary, cinematic, philosophical, and psychoanalytical--renowned literary theorist
Barbara Johnson demonstrates that the conflicts and uncertainties that beset feminism are signs not of a dead
end, but of a creative turning-point.

Employing surprising juxtapositions, The Feminist Difference looks at fiction by black writers from a
feminist/psychoanalytic perspective; at poetry from Phillis Wheatley to Baudelaire and Marceline
Desbordes-Valmore; and at feminism and law, particularly in the work of Patricia Williams and the late
Mary Joe Frug. Toni Morrison and Sigmund Freud, John Keats and Jane Campion, Charlotte Perkins Gilman
and Nathaniel Hawthorne, Nella Larson and Heinz Kohut are among the many occasions for Johnson's rich,
stimulating, unfailingly close reading of moments at which feminism seems to founder in its own
contradictions--moments that re-emerge here as sources of a revitalized critical awareness.

In the final analysis, Johnson argues, literature is essential for feminism because it is the place where
impasses can be kept and opened for examination, where questions can be guarded and not forced into a
premature validation of the available paradigms. In her book literature appears not as a predetermined set of
works but as a mode of cultural work, the work of making readable those impossible and necessary things
that cannot yet be spoken.
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From reader reviews:

Geraldine Louis:

This The Feminist Difference: Literature, Psychoanalysis, Race, and Gender are reliable for you who want to
be considered a successful person, why. The key reason why of this The Feminist Difference: Literature,
Psychoanalysis, Race, and Gender can be one of the great books you must have is definitely giving you more
than just simple reading through food but feed you actually with information that might be will shock your
prior knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions
throughout the e-book and printed people. Beside that this The Feminist Difference: Literature,
Psychoanalysis, Race, and Gender giving you an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary,
giving you test of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and revel
in reading.

Rachel Daniels:

The particular book The Feminist Difference: Literature, Psychoanalysis, Race, and Gender will bring you to
the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. When
you try to find new book to study, this book very suited to you. The book The Feminist Difference:
Literature, Psychoanalysis, Race, and Gender is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get
the e-book from official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Donald Goodman:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always try to and must have the extra time or they will get lot of
stress from both day to day life and work. So , if we ask do people have extra time, we will say absolutely
yes. People is human not really a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity do you possess when
the spare time coming to you of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you try this one, reading
publications. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the book you have read is usually The
Feminist Difference: Literature, Psychoanalysis, Race, and Gender.

John Moreno:

Many people said that they feel bored when they reading a book. They are directly felt this when they get a
half areas of the book. You can choose often the book The Feminist Difference: Literature, Psychoanalysis,
Race, and Gender to make your current reading is interesting. Your skill of reading talent is developing when
you including reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the
sensation about book and reading through especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to open up a
book and study it. Beside that the publication The Feminist Difference: Literature, Psychoanalysis, Race, and
Gender can to be your friend when you're feel alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of their
time.
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