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"We fail to mandate economic sanity," writes Garrett Hardin, "because our brains are addled
by...compassion." With such startling assertions, Hardin has cut a swathe through the field of ecology for
decades, winning a reputation as a fearless and original thinker. A prominent biologist, ecological
philosopher, and keen student of human population control, Hardin now offers the finest summation of his
work to date, with an eloquent argument for accepting the limits of the earth's resources--and the hard
choices we must make to live within them.
In Living Within Limits, Hardin focuses on the neglected problem of overpopulation, making a forceful case
for dramatically changing the way we live in and manage our world. Our world itself, he writes, is in the
dilemma of the lifeboat: it can only hold a certain number of people before it sinks--not everyone can be
saved. The old idea of progress and limitless growth misses the point that the earth (and each part of it) has a
limited carrying capacity; sentimentality should not cloud our ability to take necessary steps to limit
population. But Hardin refutes the notion that goodwill and voluntary restraints will be enough. Instead,
nations where population is growing must suffer the consequences alone. Too often, he writes, we operate on
the faulty principle of shared costs matched with private profits. In Hardin's famous essay, "The Tragedy of
the Commons," he showed how a village common pasture suffers from overgrazing because each villager
puts as many cattle on it as possible--since the costs of grazing are shared by everyone, but the profits go to
the individual. The metaphor applies to global ecology, he argues, making a powerful case for closed borders
and an end to immigration from poor nations to rich ones. "The production of human beings is the result of
very localized human actions; corrective action must be local....Globalizing the 'population problem' would
only ensure that it would never be solved." Hardin does not shrink from the startling implications of his
argument, as he criticizes the shipment of food to overpopulated regions and asserts that coercion in
population control is inevitable. But he also proposes a free flow of information across boundaries, to allow
each state to help itself.
"The time-honored practice of pollute and move on is no longer acceptable," Hardin tells us. We now fill the
globe, and we have no where else to go. In this powerful book, one of our leading ecological philosophers
points out the hard choices we must make--and the solutions we have been afraid to consider.
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From reader reviews:

Diana Castillo:

What do you about book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what your own problem? How about your time? Or are you busy particular person? If
you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you
have time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They have to answer that question since
just their can do that will. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is suitable.
Because start from on pre-school until university need that Living within Limits: Ecology, Economics, and
Population Taboos to read.

Roger Cowen:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this Living within Limits: Ecology,
Economics, and Population Taboos book written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book
that may be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written inside good manner for you, leaking
every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still question Living within
Limits: Ecology, Economics, and Population Taboos as good book not merely by the cover but also through
the content. This is one book that can break don't evaluate book by its handle, so do you still needing yet
another sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already told you so why you
have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Sabrina King:

The book untitled Living within Limits: Ecology, Economics, and Population Taboos contain a lot of
information on this. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy way. The language is very easy to
understand all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was written by
famous author. The author gives you in the new time of literary works. You can actually read this book
because you can please read on your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book with anywhere and
anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site as well as order it. Have a
nice examine.

Mary Scruggs:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got college students? We believe that that
problem was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby.
So you know that little person including reading or as reading through become their hobby. You should
know that reading is very important and book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to increase you
knowledge, except your own teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update regarding something by
book. Numerous books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them are these claims Living within
Limits: Ecology, Economics, and Population Taboos.
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