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Franciscan missionary friar Junípero Serra (1713–1784), one of the most widely known and influential
inhabitants of early California, embodied many of the ideas and practices that animated the Spanish presence
in the Americas. In this definitive biography, translators and historians Rose Marie Beebe and Robert M.
Senkewicz bring this complex figure to life and illuminate the Spanish period of California and the American
Southwest.

In Junípero Serra: California, Indians, and the Transformation of a Missionary, Beebe and Senkewicz focus
on Serra’s religious identity and his relations with Native peoples. They intersperse their narrative with new
and accessible translations of many of Serra’s letters and sermons, which allows his voice to be heard in a
more direct and engaging fashion.

Serra spent thirty-four years as a missionary to Indians in Mexico and California. He believed that
paternalistic religious rule offered Indians a better life than their oppressive exploitation by colonial soldiers
and settlers, which he deemed the only realistic alternative available to them at that time and place. Serra’s
unswerving commitment to his vision embroiled him in frequent conflicts with California’s governors,
soldiers, native peoples, and even his fellow missionaries. Yet because he prevailed often enough, he was
able to place his unique stamp on the first years of California’s history.

Beebe and Senkewicz interpret Junípero Serra neither as a saint nor as the personification of the Black
Legend. They recount his life from his birth in a small farming village on Mallorca. They detail his
experiences in central Mexico and Baja California, as well as the tumultuous fifteen years he spent as
founder of the California missions. Serra’s Franciscan ideals are analyzed in their eighteenth-century context,
which allows readers to understand more fully the differences and similarities between his world and ours.
Combining history, culture, and linguistics, this new study conveys the power and nuance of Serra’s voice
and, ultimately, his impact on history.
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From reader reviews:

Jonathan Scott:

The book Junípero Serra: California, Indians, and the Transformation of a Missionary (Before Gold:
California under Spain and Mexico Series) can give more knowledge and also the precise product
information about everything you want. So why must we leave a very important thing like a book Junípero
Serra: California, Indians, and the Transformation of a Missionary (Before Gold: California under Spain and
Mexico Series)? Wide variety you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim which book can give
many facts for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or details that you
take for that, you may give for each other; you can share all of these. Book Junípero Serra: California,
Indians, and the Transformation of a Missionary (Before Gold: California under Spain and Mexico Series)
has simple shape however you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can appear the
enormous world by open and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Nathanael Ma:

What do you regarding book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy
individual? If you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored
faster. And you have spare time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They need to
answer that question simply because just their can do this. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on
every person. Yes, it is appropriate. Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this
specific Junípero Serra: California, Indians, and the Transformation of a Missionary (Before Gold: California
under Spain and Mexico Series) to read.

Evelina Soria:

Do you considered one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold
on guys this aren't like that. This Junípero Serra: California, Indians, and the Transformation of a Missionary
(Before Gold: California under Spain and Mexico Series) book is readable by means of you who hate those
perfect word style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving
possibly decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer involving Junípero Serra: California,
Indians, and the Transformation of a Missionary (Before Gold: California under Spain and Mexico Series)
content conveys objective easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in
the information but it just different such as it. So , do you nevertheless thinking Junípero Serra: California,
Indians, and the Transformation of a Missionary (Before Gold: California under Spain and Mexico Series) is
not loveable to be your top record reading book?



Martha Holt:

The event that you get from Junípero Serra: California, Indians, and the Transformation of a Missionary
(Before Gold: California under Spain and Mexico Series) may be the more deep you digging the information
that hide inside words the more you get interested in reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to
recognise but Junípero Serra: California, Indians, and the Transformation of a Missionary (Before Gold:
California under Spain and Mexico Series) giving you joy feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their
point in specific way that can be understood by simply anyone who read it because the author of this
publication is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your current vocabulary increase well.
Making it easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose
you for having this particular Junípero Serra: California, Indians, and the Transformation of a Missionary
(Before Gold: California under Spain and Mexico Series) instantly.
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