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George Perkins Marsh (1801-1882) was the first to reveal the menace of environmental misuse, to explain its
causes, and to prescribe reforms. David Lowenthal here offers fresh insights, from new sources, into Marsh's
career and shows his relevance today, in a book which has its roots in but wholly supersedes Lowenthal's
earlier biography George Perkins Marsh: Versatile Vermonter (1958). Marsh's devotion to the repair of
nature, to the concerns of working people, to women's rights, and to historical stewardship resonate more
than ever. His Vermont birthplace is now a national park chronicling American conservation, and the crusade
he launched is now global.

Marsh's seminal book Man and Nature is famed for its ecological acumen. The clue to its inception lies in
Marsh's many-sided engagement in the life of his time. The broadest scholar of his day, he was an acclaimed
linguist, lawyer, congressman, and renowned diplomat who served 25 years as U.S. envoy to Turkey and to
Italy. He helped found and guide the Smithsonian Institution, shaped the Washington Monument, penned
potent tracts on fisheries and on irrigation, spearheaded public science, art, and architecture. He wrote on
camels and corporate corruption, Icelandic grammar and Alpine glaciers. His pungent and provocative letters
illuminate life on both sides of the Atlantic.

Like Darwin's Origin of Species, Marsh's Man and Nature marked the inception of a truly modern way of
looking at the world, of taking care lest we irreversibly degrade the fabric of humanized nature we are bound
to manage. Marsh's ominous warnings inspired reforestation, watershed management, soil conservation, and
nature protection in his day and ours.

George Perkins Marsh: Prophet of Conservation was awarded the Association for American Geographers'
2000 J. B. Jackson Prize. The book was also on the shortlist for the first British Academy Book Prize,
awarded in December 2001.

"This erudite and richly detailed biography does full justice to a brilliant American thinker, the founder of
the conservation movement. It brings Marsh's world wonderfully alive, from Vermont to the Italian Alps,
and convincingly shows how provocative he still is today." - Donald Worster, University of Kansas

David Lowenthal is professor emeritus of geography at University College London. His books include The
Past Is a Foreign Country, West Indian Societies, and The Heritage Crusade and the Spoils of History.
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From reader reviews:

Rosa Reid:

Throughout other case, little persons like to read book George Perkins Marsh, Prophet of Conservation
(Weyerhaeuser Environmental Books). You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. As long
as we know about how is important some sort of book George Perkins Marsh, Prophet of Conservation
(Weyerhaeuser Environmental Books). You can add information and of course you can around the world by
way of a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can realize everything! From your country
till foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple issue until wonderful thing it is possible to know that.
In this era, we could open a book as well as searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You can utilize
it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's read.

Arthur Pineda:

The book George Perkins Marsh, Prophet of Conservation (Weyerhaeuser Environmental Books) give you a
sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable much more increase. Book can
being your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem together with your subject. If you can
make examining a book George Perkins Marsh, Prophet of Conservation (Weyerhaeuser Environmental
Books) to be your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your
knowledge about several or all subjects. You can know everything if you like wide open and read a e-book
George Perkins Marsh, Prophet of Conservation (Weyerhaeuser Environmental Books). Kinds of book are
several. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this
reserve?

Joseph Cole:

This book untitled George Perkins Marsh, Prophet of Conservation (Weyerhaeuser Environmental Books) to
be one of several books that best seller in this year, this is because when you read this reserve you can get a
lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book shop or you can order it by using
online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, since you can
read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this e-book from
your list.

Douglas Brownlee:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book specifically book entitled
George Perkins Marsh, Prophet of Conservation (Weyerhaeuser Environmental Books) the mind will drift
away trough every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely will
end up your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a e-book then become one application form
conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get prior to. The George Perkins Marsh, Prophet of
Conservation (Weyerhaeuser Environmental Books) giving you one more experience more than blown away



your brain but also giving you useful details for your better life on this era. So now let us teach you the
relaxing pattern this is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished examining it, like
winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?
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